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SYSTEM CLOSURE

What is full system closure?
Full system closure means no leaks.  An installer must identify all the spots in a 

system where air leaks could occur. Once these areas have been identified, 
the proper tape must be chosen to permanently seal the system.

Environmental Conditions
Temperature, humidity and cleanliness of the area can affect the performance of 
your HVAC tape. If you’re working in cold temperatures, it’s imperative to select a 
tape that is cold-temperature approved. Removing dust, dirt and oils from the 
surface is also critical to the tape’s adhesion performance.  

Tapes vary in characteristics such as: 
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• Permeability: the tape’s ability to keep contaminants from coming in and air 
 from leaking out
• Adhesion: the tape’s ability to form a permanent and strong bond
• Conformability: the tape’s ability to be pressed around and onto irregular or 
 non-smooth surfaces
• Tack: the tape’s ability to stick right away
• Strength: the tape’s ability to hold up to various applications

All of these factors should be considered when 
selecting a tape for the job at hand. 

Application Surface
What you are sealing also dictates the type of tape needed for the job. This may 
include aluminum ductwork, sheet metal, Class 1 flex duct, insulated ductboard, 
scrim-reinforced duct insulation, etc. Some surfaces demand a specialized tape, 
so it’s important to get all the facts first.

Code Compliance
An inspector will visit your job site. Failure to use the proper code compliant tapes
will ensure you fail the inspection. 

LEED® Qualification
Many municipal, state and national building codes require building materials 
that qualify for LEED points from the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC). Even 
if the job doesn’t specify LEED materials, it should be a consideration as 
LEED-certified products, like HVAC tapes, can impact rebates and tax incentives.

Application Technique
HVAC tapes are pressure sensitive and require some type of force to create the 
bond to the surface. Without this pressure when the tape is applied, the system is 
susceptible to air leaks and failure. A squeegee can help the installer provide the 
proper amount of pressure. It’s also essential when applying the tape not to 
overstretch it, as this could result in air leaks. 

System is susceptible to air 
leaks and failure

Indoor air quality concerns
due to contaminants

System fails the inspection Lifespan of system is shortened

Costly electric bills Call-backs to fix issues

Damage to your reputation Loss of business, tax incentives
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CL 200 240V 3W • TYPE J4S 301A 720
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HERE ARE SOME THINGS TO CONSIDER

SO...
WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF

USING THE WRONG TAPE?
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